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Concord, Mass. 


1897, 
i June 22, I spent the day with William Brewster in Concord on th 
river and at Ball's Hill. We took the train at West Cambridge 
and drove from Concord Station to the Buttricks where we 


packed our baggage into the boat and proceeded down the river, 


The day was clear, a cool preeze was blowing, and the vegeta- 
tion was most luxuriant on either bank of the stream. We 
found the species of birds and their relative numbers just 
about the same as W. had observed in former years, this being 
his first trip on the river at this season for some tdme, 
Painted Tortoises were abundant on floating logs, and in one 
place we saw a big Snapping Turtle perched on a projecting 
rock near the bank. Kingbirds were in great numbers, busily 
engaged in fly-catching, and one pair were constantly diving 


from their stand down to the water, plunging the head and bill 


into the water, and quickly rebounding into the aér and return- 


ing to their pereh. Red-winged Blackbirds and Bobolinks made 
the meadows resound with their notes, They were as abundant 
as usual, 

The former were attacking and driving the Bronzed Grae- 2 wn eolus 
kles which were in very large numbers along our course, They iia 
May have been hunting for Red-wings' eggs, but what we speci- 
ally noted was that they were engaged in picking worms from 


the leaves of the trees on the banks. They were either 
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Concord, Mass. 


eabing them or flying away with the grubs in their pills. We 
saw several young birds with the old ones. 
Avout half way down to the Hill we heard an Orchard Ori- I lied 
op unurh 
ole singing in a clump of trees on the bank. The notes much 
resembled those of a Purple Finch. The bird was shy and not 
disposed to show himself. However we feel very sure that we 
saw him onee fly out and light on an exposed branch. If so, 
he was an immature bird. On our return up the river in the 
afternoon, the Oriole was singing in the same spot, this time 
uttering his more oriole-like notes. He is doubtless nesting 
close by, for otherwise he would hardly have been found in the 
sane place so long, 


ing at Ball's Hill, we tummea in to the landing ana onsen 


> 
y 
| 
fs 
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He 


walked up to the cabin, Here we enjoyed an interesting spec- 


tacle. A Partridge with her covey of young had taken up her 


. 


position close by in the grove of oakés not more than 6 or 8 
feet from the left-hand front corner of the cabin, and we were 
close upon her ere she was aware, She uttered her whistle of 
alarn, and immediately the young, which were about the sige of 
Robins, beat a hasty retreat, some running, some flying. The 
Old bird at first disappeared pehindlthe cabin, still whistling 


her warning. As we ran after her to watch her movements, she 


suddenly turned about and, with extended ruff and wide-spread 


wings, she came to within about four feet of us, before she 


Concord, 


1897, 
h June 22, turned and in stumbling flight disappeared wo the, slope, 


After lunching in the eabin we took a tramp for two hours 
or more cover the place and found almost all the trees and 
shrubs that had been set out doing well. As we were walking Renatdure 


HG CLOUNAG 
along, two Mourning Doves flew over us at aifferent times to- 


. 


ward the river. We had seen a pair in the morning flying over 
| our boat. We visited the White Pine where a pair were nesting 
| in May. I climbed up to the nest and there seemed every in- 
| dication that the young had flown, 
As we were returning to the eabin through the woods we Bruyobate 
heard the cry of the Hairy Woodpecker. Wad did not succeed in 
seeing him for he soon uttered a rattling ery and flew off 
through the dense foliage. 
Though we did not see many birds, we heard a good many. 


The Chestnut-sided Warblers were Singing at every step, the 


Black-throated Green was Wittering his drowsy notes in the 


evergreens, and the Pine Warblers were trilling among the 


| Pines, Almost all the common birds that frequent the place 
were about in varying numbers. 
We were very near the cabin in the path between the eabin 
and the open meadow, when we saw before us some twenty feet Ce 
a Star-nosed Mole. It was a. most unusual sight to see one of 


these creatures in the broad Sunlight, running about scratch- 


ing and rooting in the ground. We watched him for a while 


Concord, ilass. 


June 22. with our glasses and then approached nearer, He took no no- 


he” he 


| 


tice of us and soon we were stooping over him. Then he began 
to move away, but his actions were slow. He was evidently 
trying to find a hole or cover of some sort. We even put our 


fingers on his soft dark fur, and I pressed a stick on him to 


Q 


tout 


Vv 


keep him st41l while we examined his star nose and short <« 
feet. He struggled a little at first, uttering a cry that 


consisted of a succession of squeaks, but he became perfectly 


quiet in a few seconds. When I let him go he scrambled off 


» trying to eseape. At last he got under two or three dead 


leaves, and we left him in his fancied security. 
We rowed back to the boathouse in just an hour, and two ery: 
4M) 
or three times heard the "pumping" of a Bittern on the Great baker spur. 
. Meadows. ‘The Bank, Eave, Barn, and White-pellied Swallows 


were skinming over the water, and Green Herons flew over our 


heads. We took the 6 o'clock train at the Lowell Depot for 


home, and got back by 7 o'clock, after a most delightful day. 


Walter Deane, 
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Englewood, N.J. 

A beautiful June day, cloudless with fresh W. wind. To 
Englewood, N.dJ. by 10 A.M. Shore Line train for New York and 
4.30 P.M. train from New York, Chapman meeting me at West 
Shore Ferry. Walked from W.Englewood station to Chapman's 
house where, some ten minutes after our arrival, John Bur- 
roughs joined us. He wore a plain but well-fitting suit of 
blue flannel, a soft, light-gray felt hat, white shirt with 
black shoe-string tie, and broad low shoes. He had been walk- 
ing for upwards of three hours - having passed directly by Chap- 
man's house and on to Englewood village a distance of two 
miles and back - and confessed to being somewhat tired but he 
talked freely enough as we sat for an hour or more under the 
trees in front of the house. 

After dinner we walked through the Phelps woods east of 
the railroad station, The sun had set some time before we 
started and twilight was falling when we entered the woods. 
Indeed most of the birds had ceased singing but the Wood 
Thrushes, which we had especially come to hear, did not disap- 
point us. To my surprise they were everywhere equalied in 
numbers and in places actually outnumbered by the Wilson's 
Thrushes. Such a concert as the two gave us! I have never 
before heard anything that approached it. The still, damp, 


fragrant air that filled the arches under the fine old trees 


fairly rang with the bell-— and flute-like notes which came 


Englewood, Nad. 
from every direction far and near. More than once we had four 
or five birds of each species singing within twenty or thirty 
yards of us and both species appeared to be very evenly dis- 
tributed throughout the swamp which is at least one quarter of 
a mile in length. 

Everywhere along the borders of the wood were thickets of 
alder in full bloom the snowy cymes gleaming against the dusky 
background, As we came out into a large opening white with 
daisies and shimmering with the dancing lights of innumerable 
fireflies a Woodcock passed close over us, flying down into 
the swamp, 

Later, as we were sitting under the trees at Chapman's, 

a Barn Owl called once in the distance giving a single, short, 
husky scream which I did not hear sufficiently well to de- 


scribe here, but which at the time suggested the haink of Ar- 


dea herodias. 
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Englewood, N.J. 


Clear and warm with but little wind. 

After an early breakfast we snent two or three hours in 
the beautiful Phelps woods taking first the eastern portion 
and then crossing the railroad to the western side. Birds 
were singing freely especially during the first hour. The 
most abundant or, at least, conspicuous syecies, were the Wood 
and Wilson's Thrushes, the Catbird, the Hooded Warbler, the 
Oven-bird and the Red-eyed Vireo. The Green-crested (Acadian ) 
Flycatcher was common and we heard two Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
one Scarlet Tanager and one Nashville Warbler, besides Mary- 
land Yellow-throaits, Towhees, ete. A Yellow-winged Sparrow 
was singing in a grassy opening, 

Returning to the house at about 10 A.M. we started ona 
long drive, visiting first the Hackensack marshes where we 
heard dozens of Marsh Wrens and a few Swamp Sparrows and fi- 
nally coming out on the Palisades where some of Chapman's 
lady friends hada prepared a luneh which was eaten in a beauti- 
ful spot under some large oaks on the very edge of the cliffs. 

During this drive we saw two Baltimore Orioles but no 
Orchard Orioles although the latter species is found in limit- 
ead numbers, The Yellow-breasted Chat was heard everywhere in 
suitable places. A House Wren was singing in the Chapman's 


orchard and a pair of Bluebirds with their young were seen in 


a field near by. 


| 
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Englewood, N.d. 


(The above page was written six months after the date to 


which it relates; hence the meagreness of statement in de- 


? 


} 


seribing an experience which was really full of interest ). 
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On Board the Steamship "Kensington. 

Clear and hot with fresh S.W. wind. 

Left Englewood this morning by 8.10 train for New York 
with Mrs.Embury, Burroughs and Chapman. I sat with Burroughs 
who talked about his son (a poy of some seventeen years of age 
about to enter Harvard, interested in college athletics and a 
keen sportsman) and the Hackensack Marshes. The latter, he 
says, would surely be drained some day and, he added, "They 
should be drained. It is a shame to have so much fertile land 
lying idle". Chapman and I thought them worth preserving for 
their beauty and the bird life which they support but Bur- 
roughs appeared to regard them wholiy with a farmer's eye. 

I spent most of the day at the American Museum whence, 
late in the afternoon, I went to Pier 14, North River, where 
the steamship “Kensington” of the Red Star Line lay with steam 
up ready to sail for Antwerp. Chapman accompanied me and I 
found George Kettell waiting for me on the wharf. 

The "Kensington" got off promptly at 4.30. I saw only 


one sea bird, a Wilson's Petrel, before night closed in, 
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On Board the Steamship "Kensington". 
Latitude, 40°10 W. 
Longitude, 67°45'W. Noon observation. 
Run- - - - 231 miles. 

Clear and warm with light north wind and smooth sea, 

Steamer escorted all day by a swarm of Wilson's Petrels. 
There must have been fully two hunderd. Most of them followed 
our broad wake skimming close over the creamy water churned by 
the powerful screws. crossing and recrossing each others lines 
of flight. Whenever table ¥efuse was thrown overboard they as- 
sembled quickly over the spot but I think that they also ob- 
tained much food of a more primitive kind brought to the sur- 
face by the violent agitation of the water. 

Late in the afternoon (at about 6 P.M.) a Cuckoo (appar- 
ently C.americanus ) came close about the ship flying high in 
cireles. Twice it tried to alight on one of the masts but at 
the second attempt it got into the dense volume of black smoke 
issuing from our funnel and at once started off towards the 
S.W. It flew strongly and rapidly. 

Saw a solitary Puffinus major a little later. 

A sehoo] of fin whales are seen by the passengers, and 


also many porpoises. 
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On Board the Steamship "Kensington", 


1897, Latitude, 40 10N, 
N Longitude, 61 30 W. 
July 2. Run- - - -— 337 miles. 


Sky covered with a thin veil of clouds through which the 
sun shone dimly and, for brief intervals, brightly. Wind 
light from the N. to N.E., very warm or rather sultry. Short- 
ly after sunset two thunder showers passed to the N. After 
this the air was cooler and the sea became rougher. 

We were in the Gulf Stream all day. The water was very 


blue and I saw one flying fish and many small fragments of the 


ous than yesterday but fully 100 followed us from morning to 
night. One of the passengers reported seeing a "small pure 
white bird" floating on the water. I saw nothing but the Pet- 


rels. 


brownish orange Gulf weed. Wilson's Petrels were less numer- 


1/66 


On Board the Steamship "Kensington". 


1897, Latitude, 40 45 N, 
Longitude, 54 W. 
he Jvuly. 3, Run- - - - 328 miles. 


A cloudless or nearly cloudless sky, sea intensely blue 
with short, low, white-capped waves flashing in the bright 
sunlight, a steady rather fresh N.W. wind - perfect weather in 


short, Practically no motion and all the passengers on deck. 


No birds, no whales, no porpoises. Several varks standing 


eastward, 


On Board the Steamship "Kensington". 


1897; Latitude, 41 40 N, 
N Longitude, 47 30 W. 
July 4, Run- - - - 319 miles, 


Cloudy with strong N.E. wind, high sea and fog dense e- 
nough to bring the visible horizon within half a mile or less, 
put not sufficient to require the use of our whistle. No ani- 
mal life reported to-day; but in the evening a flying fish of 
some six inches in length came on board and was picked up by 


one of the stewards who disembowelled it and stuffed it with 


The Kensington proves to be a phenominally steady ship. 
She rolls and pitches put little, and the seas break against 


her sides as against a cliff or an iceberg. 
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On Board the Steamship "Kensington". 


& 


1897, Latitude, 44 20 WN. 
Longitude, 41 30 W. 
July 5, Run- - - - 313 miles. 


A smooth sea with thin clouds through which the sun shone 
dimly. Wind N. to N.W. and at all times moderate. 

Several porpoises were seen this morning but no birds 
were reported. A bark heading eastward was the only vessel 
seen, 

In the evening the 4th of July was celebrated by a con- 


cert in the saloon and by fireworks on deck with much inter- 


esting singing by the German and Belgian steerage passengers. 


On Board the Steamship "Kensington", 


| 1897, Latitude, 46 30 N, 
. | Longitude, 34 30 W, 
Rb July 6, Run- - - - 319 miles. 


Weather similar to that of yesterday put with less ane 
feebler sunshine and thin fog obseuring the distance. 
Porpoises were reported by several of the passengers and 


at about 7 A.M, Miss Gay saw four or five small dark Petrels 


no disposition to follow her wake. Miss Gay says that they 


looked exactly like the birds that were so numerous on the 


} 

} 

| 

| | lst and 2nd. 


with white rumps. They passed close to the steamer put showed 
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On Board the Steamship "Kensington", 
Latitude, 48 N. 
Longitude, 27 W. 
Run- - - — 328 miles. 

The finest possible weather, the air very clear, the sky 
half-filled with drifting clouds, the sea as smooth as it ever 
is at this distance from land, the wind light from the W. 

Animal life abounded to-day. Severals Whales and innu- 
mMerable Porpoises in schools of 6 or 8 to 25 or 30 appearing 
at intervals rarely exceeding 15 or 20 minutes coming close 
around the ship, and often plunging wnder the bow. They had 
to exert themselves to the utmost to overtake and pass us and 
ordinarily they soon gave up the race and fell rapidly astern 
(our speed at the time was about 15 miles per hour). All were 


apparently of the same species, of rather small size (six to 


eight feet long) with white or whitish bellies, greenish sides 
and light wood-brown backs. They frequently leaped quite 
clear of the water, describing the most graceful curves, one 
following another in quick succession, 

Small Petrels followed our wake all day. in the early 
morning there were 40 or 50, at noon about 100, at sunset 25 
or 30, They all looked and acted like Wilson's Petrels. 
Shearwaters which I took to be P.major were also seen at short 
‘intervals, usually two or three together wheeling or scaling 


on set wings close over the surface of the water occasionally 


fu 


alighting for a moment but never following our wake or, indee 


appearing to notice us in any way. 


On Board the Steamship "Kensington". 
Latitude, 49 15 N. 
Longitude, 18 50 W. 
Run- - — — 330 miles. 
A gray sky, strong west wind and lumpy, following sea 
which made our steamer roll heavily at times. 
Porpoises of numerous and frequent occurrence during the 
entire day. No birds except Wilson's (?) Petrels which were 
rather less numerous than yesterday. 


Late in the afternoon the U.S. war ship "Brooklyn" passed 


us about 12 miles to the southward on her way back to America 


from the Queen's Jubilee.celebration, 
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On Board the Steamship "Kensington". 


1897, Latitude, 49 50 N. 
Longitude, 10 40 W., 
” July 9. Run- - - - 325 miles. 


A fine day, warm, nearly cloudless, with tender blue sky 
ana deep blue sea roughened by short, low waves but so nearly 
without swells that the "Kensington" kept an even keel for 
minutes at a time. 

Several vessels seen; at one time, just after lunch, we 
had a tramp steamer and a dingy old bark on our port side and 
to the southward, about twelve miles away, four British war 
ships going through some intricate manoeuvring. 


» The only bird seen during the forenoon was a Herring Gull 


(a gray bird) that came about the ship soon after preakfast. | 
| 
q 
Early in the afternoon five or six Petrels (apparently Wil- | 
| 
son's) followed our steamer for a short time and a Gannet (in | 


spotted plumage with dark wings) and a fine, old Herring Gull 


We made Bishop light on the Scilly Islands at about 10 


P.M, 


| 
came close about us. 


On Board the Steamship "Kensington". 
Latitude, 50 25 N. 
Longitude, 20 35 W. 
Run 310 miles. 

Early morning cloudy but the remainder of the day sunny 
with a smooth sea and almost no wind excent late in the P.M. 
when a fresh and chill easterly breeze blew for an hour or two 

The run through the British Channel occupied the entire 
day and well into the night. The distance was obscured by the 
usual English haze but we passed near enough to some of the 
headlands to see distinctly downs, cultivated fields divided 
by hedges into the usual checker board squares, towns and 
country houses surrounded by parks and park woods. The white 
chalk cliffs of the Isle of Wight were especially interesting 
ana striking. Water birds were very numerous. Gulls (chiefly 
L.canus with now and then a L.argentatus )followed our steamer 
during the whole forenoon in a long straggling flock compris- 
ing upwards of a hundred birds. The Mew Gulls were very tame 
coming up to within a few yards of the steamer and sometimes 
hovering over and looking down at us. 

Murres and Razor-billed Auks in pairs were sprinkled a- 
pout over the water sometimes allowing us to pass within a few 


yards without either flying or diving. There were also a few 


Puffins, A solitary Gannet was the only other bird observed. 


Antwerp, Belgiun. 

We reached Flushing at 6 A.M. and Antwerp at ll. The rm 
up the Sheldt was most interesting. The scenery is just what 
I had pictured it - the first time I have ever had this ex- 
perience with a country new to me. The land was perfectly 
level as far as the eye could reach and bordered along the 
river —- as well as intersected everywhere - with dykes. Pop- 
lars and willows extended in rows as far as the eye could 
reach. Water birds swarmed along the muddy and sandy flats a- 
long the edges of the river. The most numerous were Black- 
headed Gulls and Terns of two sizes (the smaller S.hirungo I 
think). I saw three Shags, two large Curlew and a solitary 


Crow or Rook, 


E.R.S. awaiting me at wharf at Antwerp. cC. ill and at 
Rheims with Mrs.s. 

To Hotel du Courrier, Rempart du Lombard, a pretty lit- 
tle inn with inner court open above and filled with shrubbery 
(chiefly lilacs) and flowers. After luneh visited Cathedral 
and "Zoo", The latter on a smaller seale than the London 
"Zoo" but to my mind more attractive and effective, certainly 
much more beautiful. The collection of birds and animals is 
less extensive than at London but the enclosures are larger 
and better planned. The Giraffes and Hippopotami especially 


fine. A curious feature was the crowding together of immense 


numbers of birds of the same species, In one large aviary we 


Antwerp, Belgium. 


1897, saw fully four hundred Indigo Birds and as many Nonpariels 


July 11, mostly males. There were at least fifty Wood Ducks in one of 


(No.2). the ponds, 
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Antwerp to Dinant. 


1897, Clear with warm sum and strong, cool, dry air very in- 


—_ 


July 12. vigorating and refreshing. 
To Dinant by rail, 10.20 A.M.- P.M, 


Antwerp to Brussels 27 1/2 miles. 
Brussels to Namur 25 . 
Namur to Dinant ys . 
Total distance 79 1/2 miles. 


Country for first few miles flat, exceedingly fertile, 


) 

| under high cultivation, divided into small holdings, with a- 
| pundance of shade trees, many small towns and houses every- 
| 

| 

| 


| where. Next, a range of hills of moderate elevation covered 


\ with unbroken forest which extended for miles in every direc- 


) tion, the trees chiefly oaks and beeches with a good many 
larches, Norway spruces and Scotch pines and a few birches. 
Then the valley of the Meuse with broad fields of grain near 


the river and further back high ridges, in places rocky and 


precipitous, in others steep slopes covered with young forest 
or fields of ripening grain. Most of the woods seen to-day 


were evidently planted. 


| Hotel de Téte d'Or. Dinant, Belgiun. 
A quiet, pretty inn with an inner court filled with flow- | 
) ers and behind this a terraced garden with narrow foot path 
leading upward by easy grades amid dense shrubbery of lilacs 


sumacs, elders, and hobble bushes and through narrow fissures 


walled in by ivy-covered rocks, reaching finally the top of 


-— ei 


ee 
—_ 


1897, 
July 12, 
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Hotel de Téte d'Or, Dinant, Belgiuwna. 


the cliff at least 500 feet above the town and erowned with an 
old fortress. Back from the cliff as far as the eye could 
reach to the eastward stretched a rolling plain covered with 
fields of rye, oom and other grain with one or two houses and 
farm buildings in the distance. 

As we climbed this path late in the afternoon Swallows, 
Martins and Swifts dashed over and around us continually but 
none of the smaller birds were seen or heard, probably because 
of the heat for the face of the cliff was shut off from the 
breeze and the sun's rays shone full upon it. But when we 
reachea the top we found the fields of ripening grain alive 
with birds, chiefly Skylarks which were rising and singing in 
every direction far and near. Either I failed to appreciate 
the song of the Skylark when I first heard it in Mmgland in 
1891 or these Dinant birds have finer voices than their Brit- 
ish cousins. At least as I listened to the former this after- 
noon I became quickly convinced that in brilliancy anda finish 
of execution and richness, purity and tenderness of tone their 
songs far excelled anything that I had hitherto heard either 
in England or America, It is true that they lacked the -ealm 


serenity - the almost divine spirituality for which the songs | 


of some of our American birds, such as the Hermit Thrush and 


Bachman's Finch, are deservedly famous. | 
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Hotel de Tete d'Or, Dinant, Blegium, 


The Skylark, however, has so little in common with this 
order of singers that he cannet justly be compared with them. 
He belongs rather with the class of loud, rapid voluble song- 
sters of which our Bobolink is a fimiliar example. But the 
Bobolink, although searcely less blithe and joyous than the 
Skylark, is infinitely inferior to the latter as a musician. 

The songs of the different Skylarks heard to-day varied 
comparatively little in respective merit but the repertory of 
each bird comprised an infinite variety of themes which were 
given in unbroken succession, one following another without 
the slightest pauses between, 

Besides the Skylarks I saw in these fields Stone Chats, 
Gray and Yellow Wagtails, Swallows, Martins and Swifts. A low 
grasshopper-like churring song coming from the fields of grain 
was perhaps that of the Grasshopper Warbler. The Wagtails had 
a flight call exactly like the tzee of our Kingbird put neither 
they nor the Stone Chats sang. 

In the woods or shrubbery along the cliff I heard a Song 
Thrush, a Chiff-chaff, and several Warblers of a species wn- 


known to me, Swifts in great numbers and a few Jackdaws were 


dashing about over the town at evening, 


ed 
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Rheims, France, 


Another bright, beautiful day with strong, cool breeze, 
the air as clear and free from haze as it often is in America. 
At daybreak several birds sang freely in the terraced 
garden behind the house but I recognized only two, a Wren and 
Chiff-chaff. Even the Wren puzzled me at first for its voice 
wholly laeckea@ the fine quality of our Winter Wren's and more 
resembled that of our Song Sparrow, We continued our journey 

southward at 11.45 A.M. going to Charleville (57 miles) and 
to Rheims (60 miles) reaching the latter place at 5 P.M. 

Just before reaching Charleville we left the hill country 
behind and entered a region very similar in general appearance 
to the plains of Nebraska with long gently sloping swells ris- 
ing and falling as far as the eye could reach. Despite the 
fact that there were no woods and but few scattered trees to 
interrupt the view we often rode for miles without seeing a 
house or even a human being. Nevertheless the country was of 
the most fertile character and. all under cultivation, chiefly 
devoted to fields of oats, rye and other grains with some kn- 
Slish hay. The farmers, E. told me, live in the towns and not 
on or near the lands which they.till. As most of the crops 
were not quite ready for harvesting the country was practical- 
ly deserted. 


The wnole region was unfenced and there were but few 


hedgerows. From the car windows I saw Skylarks, Wagtails, 
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Rheims, France. 


Stone Chats and other small birds, a few Rooks (not above a 
dozen in all), a Kestrel, a Lapwing, and six Magpies, the last 
in grain fields far from any woods but with low hedges near 
at hand, On reaching Rheims we took a tram car to the Hotel 
du Lion D'Or where we Joined C. and Mrs.S. 

The fine old Cathedral (Notre Dame of Rheims) directly 
in front of the hotel is evidently a huge natural aviary. 
Hundreds of Swifts collected about it this evening cireling 
over it in a great swarm as I have seen Chimmey Swifts at home 
There were many Jackdaws, also, very many Pigeons, all of the 
domestic kind I think, and a few House Sparrows. After most 
of these birds had finished their circling flights and gone 
to roost in the innumerable niches and crevices of the walls 
a Kestrel appeared and glided through the outer arches and un- 
der the flying buttresses evidently looking for his evening 
meal. Finally he turned sharply, swept upward and seized a 
bird (probably a Sparrow or a Swift) from a narrow ledge 200 
feet or more above the earth, carrying it away in his talons, 


All this occurred directly over a city street filled with peo- 


ple, 


f 
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Rheims, France. 

Weather precisely like that of yesterday, alear with a 
warm sun and a refreshingly cool breeze. Spent most of the 
morning in the Cathedral. In the afternoon visited the 

, a fine old chureh with especially beautiful 
aisles of transitional Norman-Gothic style. 

At evening spent an hour or more watching the birds come 
to the Cathedral to roost. There were hundreds of Swifts, 
forty or fifty Pigeons (mostly plain blue but some white or of 
mixed color) as many Jackdaws and a few Sparrows but no Star- 
lings. The Kestrel again appeared and dashed through the 
arches, 

There is a beautiful court behind the hotel entirely sur- 
rounded by buildings but filled with tall trees with a grass 
plot in the middle, flowers and shrubs around the sides, and 
a thatched summer house in one corner. I spent several hours 
there to-day writing and smoking. House Sparrows were chirp- 
ing overhead, They are much less numerous here than in Eng- 
Sland., The female is plainly colored like our American bird 
and their note is the same as in America. There was also a 
bird which sang almost exactly like our Spinus tristis but 
which I could not see, Still another unseen songster was, I 
think, the Greenfineh, 


In the afternoon a Redstart alighted on the sidewalk in 


front of the Cathedral, 


so Fy 
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Rheims, France, 


Another fine day a little warmer than yesterday with less 
wind, To Coucy-le-Chateau with E.R.S. starting at 8.45 A.M. 
and getting back at 9 P.M. The country between Rheims and 
Laon chiefly open and rolling with fields of grain in attrac- 
tive stripes or patches of strongly contrasting colors, the 
Oats pale glacous, the rye deep russet, some kind of legume a 
very deep dark green. The oats and rye are not as tall as 
with.us but they are much more heavily fruited. In these 
fields I saw Larks, two Kestrels, a pair of Red-legged Par- 
tridges, forty or fifty Rooks and a few Turtle Doves. Magpies 
were humerous wherever there were hedges or clusters of trees 
in grain fields. After passing Laon the country became more 
broken and varied with very much more woodland. fhe woods in 
places, especially where they were bordered by meadows or pas- 
tures, closely resembled those of eastern Massachusetts. 
Probably the trees had been all planted but they were not in 
rows nor was there the usual association of those of the same 
kind, the pines, birches, spruces, larches, beeches, oaks, 
chestnuts, lindens, ete, intermingling just as they do in our 
own.woods. Most of the pines were Scoteh or Austrian but I 
saw a few vigorous specimens of our P.stropus. 


Throughout this wooded country Magpies were abundant. We 


saw them every few minutes singly, in pairs, and in families of 


b 


teste 


| 
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Rheims, France, 


five to eight, rising from the ground in pastures and gardens 
and flying up into the trees. There were also a good many 
Rooks and Turtle Doves but Wood Pigeons were scarcer. 

We reached Coucy-le-Chateau at 11.50, lunched at the Red 
Lion Inn and then drove up the steep hill to the village where 
we walked to the castle. The shade trees and shrubbery in and 
about the castle were alive with birds. A Robin, Blackbird, 
Wren, and many Greenfinches were singing and I saw a Green 
Woodpecker (very Flicker-like in flight and general appearance 
and behavior) and dozens of Chaffinches. The guide told us 
that Owls frequented the ruins, and pointed out a quantity of 
pellets under a crevice in one of the ruined towers. He said 
the bird was "Le grand Due" (Bubo maximus) put I think it more 
likely to be the Barn Owl although the pellets were certainly 
large enough for those of a true Bubo. I found two of these 
pellets, both perfectly fresh, on the floor of the big Donjon 
Tower. Feathers of innkaane strewed the floor of all the tow- 
ers and I found the mummified remains of a young Jackdaw and 
those of several large Moles in one of these towers. 

The guide said that Bats inhabit the sudterranean cham- 
bers, 

Scores of Swifts were continually dashing about the tower 


uttering their incisive, ampelis-—like Zi-i-i-i-ing, and the 
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Rheims, Pranee,. 


monotous, even trill of the Greenfinech came from various di- 
rections among the crumbling ruins. I saw also Readstarts, 
Flycatchers and heard one Chiff-chaff. The walls of these 
ruins supported abundant growths of ferns, clematis, and vari- 
ous simtall flowering plants and in places elder and hobble-vush 
(covered with cymes of reddening berries) haa gainrted a foot- 
hold but there was much less ivy than one sees in similar 
places in England, The grass of the lawns, commons and road- 
sides in this part of France is everywhere similar to that of 
New England and very inferior to that which forms the adeep, 
velvety turf of England, In the drier places it is fast ripen- 
ing and turning brown owing to the dryness of the present sea- 
son, The leaves of the birehes are also turning yellow and 
falling. 

With respect to the birds, fruits and flowers the season 
here seems to correspond very nearly with ours of similar 
dates. ‘Many of the birds have evidently gone out of song 
while others sing only at morning and evening and then list- 
lessly, This makes it difficult for me to recognize the spe- 
cies that I know or to identify those new to me, 

I am struck by the comparative scarcity of the House Spar 
rows, Even in the towns they are greatly outnumbered by other 


birds and nowhere are they one fiftieth as numerous as in 


Rheims, France. 


America, Indeed I doubt if I have seen and heard more than 


» 


dozen in any one day and in many places I fail to find them at 
all. Both males and females are colored like our birds ane 
their notes are all similar, 

As we repassed through the great grain fields between 
Laon and Rheims twilight was falling. The soft light of the 
afterglow seemed to pring out the rich, varied coloring of the 
landscape even more strikingly than the sunlight of the morning. 


It is indeed a beautiful country especially when seen under 


such conditions, 
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Dinant, Belgiun. 


Weather similar to that of yesterday but with clouds 
gathering in the late afternoon, 

We all left Rheims at about 10 this morning and reached 
Dinant at 4.30 P.M. The change from the breezy open plains 
which surround Rheims into the wooded hills pf Ardennes pegins 
a little north of Charleville, Thence to Dinant the railroad 
follows the Meuse closely, piercing many a projecting cliff 
by tunnel, The hills and ridges are nearly all densely wooded 


from base to summit but the trees are mostly.small. 


Dinant, Belgium, 


Clear and sultry with but little wind, the distance ob- 
scured oy smoky haze. Rambled about the quaint old town in 
the forenoon entering many of the shops and Making a few pur- 
chases. In the afternoon we all drove to the top of the cliff 
where we left the carriage near the fort and walked over the 
same ground which L. and I visitea@ on the 12th. Another glo- 
rious concert of Skylarks, one bird in the air and singing 
without the slightest pause or break for fully 12 minutes (L. 
timed him 9 1A minutes not looking at her watch until he haa 
been up at least 3 minutes. He rose to a height of fully 1000 
ft. Saw a family of Tits, a Redstart, a Magpie, several 
Wheatears and a dozen or more -- ? Warblers. Few birds sing- 
ing except the Skylarks, 

In the terraced garden this morning I heard a Wren sing 
many times near at hand. The song was less liquid and musical 
than that of our Winter Wren but the form was essentially the 
same, The tone was not unlike that of our song Sparrow, 

Swallows and Martins very numerous about these cliffs. 
All the notes of the Swallow are precisely the same as those 
of our Barn Swallow. The Martin appears to have only one call 
note which is about intermediate between the chatter of our 
Sand Martin and the ghur of our Eave Swallow. 


Here as in England I am struck by the absence of the 


tsup and tsip calls so common among our Waplers and Sparrows, 
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) Dinant, Belgium. 


flies are scarce throughout France and Belgium and mosquitoes 


i 
: 1837, The smaller birds have either chattering or Zi-ing calls. | 
| 
July 17, Grasshoppers fairly numerous in the grain fields to-day and | 
(No.2). crickets chirping in the village gardens this evening. House 
| 
| 
| 
| 


practically absent. I have seen no toads, lizards or snakes. 


The only butterfly at all common is the Cabbage Butterfly. 


\ 


Besides this I have seen literally only two species (a large 


and a small brown one) and put one individual of each. Nota 


single Dragonfly as yet. Insects that prey on vegetation must 


be very scarce, for the foliage of the trees and shrubs is 


everywhere perfect, 


+ 
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Dinant, Beigiun. 


Early morning cloudy, remainder of day clear aud warm 
with light N. wind. 

Spent the forenoon in the terraced garden behind the ho- 
tel watching the birds and trying, with the help of Saunders 
Manual to disentangle them. 1% proved a difficult task, for 
the adults are now in worn, faded plumage and there are many 
young. The Warblers are especially provoking. The commonest 


species is what I take to be Sylvia atricapilla, but of the 


a 


dozens which I have had under my glass not one has shown a 
full black cap, I%t is the same with a bird that I am calling 
the Black Redstart. Its bright bay rump and tail are very 
conspicuous but all the specimens that I have seen (and it is 
numerous enough) have had the throat and breast slaty gray in- 
stead of black. Coal-Tits in family parties and Robins feed- 
ing their spotted young are very common, Yesterday I sawa 
prood of young Parus major in a plantation of yoeung spruces. 
A small, very slenderly built Warbler wholly of a pale 
grayish or slaty brown both above and beneath agrees with 
nothing that I can find in Saunders although the bird is com- 
mon here. The Spotted Flycatcher is less common than in Eng- 
land. Yesterday I saw what I took to be Brown Linnets, four 
about 
birds flying ana alighting in a field of grain. 


The Coal Tit has one call consisting of four or five 


Dinant, Belgium. 


1897, notes which reminds me of that of our Parus hudsonicus peing 
July 18. similarly emphatic and distinetly annunciated. I+ also utters 


(No.2). a low chee-dee-dee-dee very like that of young Parus atrica- 


pillus. The smaller wood birds here, as in Mgland, are si- 
lent and shy - or at least retiring - when conscious of the 
near presence of man. As I walk in the terraced garden thread- 
ing the narrow foot path that winds by easy srades up the face 
of the cliff, the dense thickets of hazel and lilaes, the 
clusters of locusts and Norway spruces and the ivy-clad walls 
of weathered blackish limestone seem alike silent and deserted 
but within a minute or two after I have stopped and seated my 
self under some slight cover Warblers, Redstarts, Robins, Hedge 
Sparrows, Wrens, Titmice, ete. begin to show themselves or to 
call to one another from every side. If I rise and advance 
towards one of them they all disappear in a twinkling. The 
Titmice are the tamest and least culate but even they ob- 
ject to a too close inspection. 

One bird which I have not yet identified has a call note 


exactly like that of Geothlypis trichas. But the only bird 


here whose notes are all and at all times wholly familiar is 
he Swallow, There are positively no differences in either 
his flight call or twittering song from those of our Barn 


Swallow. 


Dinant to Antwerp. 


. 1897, Clear and really very warm with light S. wind. 
» | 
July 19, At daybreak this morning I heard a Blackbird, a Wren and 


a Hedge Sparrow singing. The last is the bird whose song I | 
have thought so much like a Song Sparrow's. I+ is like that 


of a young Song Sparrow warbling in proken snatehes in autwm. 


We left Dinant at 10 A.M. for Antwerp. lighting for a 
moment at Chastre a small station in the Province of Brabant, 
about ten miles north of Namur the train went off without me. 
I found my way to a café very small, very primitive and very 


neat, where a gendarme interviewed me and asked all manner of 


questions as to my business in the place, whence I hada come , 
whither I was going, etc. As neither nor anyone else about 
the place could sveak or understand a word of English I found 
it difficult to satisfy his official curiosity. A glass of | 
beer and a cigar, however, won his confidence and we parted 
oak lint friends, 
After a primitive but by no means bad dinner at the café 

I strolled through the village, a picturesque litile place 

with thatehed stone houses and large barns into which the far- 

mers were bringing loads of hay and grain from the neighboring 


fields. It was midday and very warm and sultry, so I heard 


but few birds singing. Black Redstarts and Pied Wagtails 
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Dinant to Antwerp. 


seemed to be among the most numerous village birds and of 
course there were Swallows, Martins and Swifts (no town in 
garden 
this region is without them). A walled near the station was 
IN 


alive with English Sparrows, Domestic Pigeons were flying a- 


bout everywhere singly and in flocks. They are far numerous 

in Belgium than in the United States. 
Outside the village Skylarks were rising and singing over 

the great fields of waving grain. At 2.43 P.M. I took a train 

for Brussels where I made close connection with another for 

Antwerp. On reaching the Hotel du Courrier I found a telegram 

from C. She with Mrs.S. and L. had waited for me at Brussels 

where I had somehow missed and passed them. They came on and 

joined me, however, half an hour later, 
In Antwerp I have seen only House Sparrows and Swifts. 


The latter fly about at evening in flocks of a dozen or fif- 


teen birds each making a great outcry. They are much noisier 
than our Chimney Swifts. 


A flock of fully 50 Lapwings rose from a marshy place 


just outside of Antwerp as our train passed this P.M. 


Antwerp, Belgium. 


1897, Sultry with overcast or cloudy sky and a thunder storm 
July sts on the afternoon of each day, that on the 20th accompanied by 


¥ 21.5 hail stones of large size which the children gathered in the | 


streets. 
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Antwerp to Dordrecht. 


Alternately cloudy and clear with heavy shower in forenoon, 
Started for Holland at 3 P.M. by train. The time conswmed in 
getting from Antwerp to Dordrecht is only about 1 lf hours. 
For the first 15 or 20 miles (N. Belgium) the road passes 
through a wild region almost wholly devoted to planted forests 
mostly of Seotch pines, the trees set in rows but very thick 
together with ciavens ploughed every few rods and broad 
straight wood roads at wider intervals to stop fires. The 
ground is kept perfectly clear of dead twigs, branches or un- 
dergrowth, After passing the frontier we saw more of these 
planted forests but most of the country was occupied by grain 
fields or. pastures all perfectly flat and scarce a foot above 
the level of the water in the canals and ditches which drained 
them, These meadow-like fields were swarming with birds, chief- 
ly Starlings and Lapwings, The latter in flocks of 50 or more 
were running about like Plover and paid no attention to our 
train, On a flat covered with shallow water I saw my first 
Stork, a noble bird, black and white with red or orange bill. 
He was walking slowly and made a downward Heron-like thrust 
with his big bill. At the long bridge across the 
I saw Gulls, Terns, a Heron, and hundreds of Waders. Most of 
last named were of one species which I took to be Totanus 


They were about as large as our I.flavipes and had the 


rump conspicuously white, 
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(Hotel Ponsen). Dordrecht, Holland, 


Clear and cool with strong N.W. wind - a September-like 
day. Spent most of the day in the business part of the town 
visiting the markets and canals and lunehing at the Hotel 
Bellevue on the Merevede over whieh numbers of Black-headed 
Gulls (L.ridibundus ) mostly young birds, were fishing. They 
were very tame often flying or hovering low over the wharves 
and coming within a few yards of the piazza where we were sit- 
ting. The only other birds seen here were a few Jackdaws and 
a Heron (Ardea ). The latter looked exactly like our 
A.herodias as it flapped lazily over a canal and alighted in 
the marsh on the further side. 

Starting out again just before sunset I spent nearly two 
hours strolling about the streets near our hotel. They are 
shaded by a double row of vigorous young English elms about 
40 ft. in height and bordered by canals some thirty feet in 
width, On the further side of the canals are houses with 
lawns, shrubbery, flower beds and gardens shaded by fine old 
trees. Nowhere else in Europe have I seen so many flowers or 
so great and interesting a variety of trees and shrubs. Gera- 
niums, fusias, begonias, tea roses and nasturtiwas seem to be 
the favorite flowers, Horse-chestnuts, plane trees, weeping 
willows, retinosporas and Lombardy poplars are the commonest 


trees, Every lawn has a big rhubarb plant carefully cultiva- 


ted. 


| 
| 
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(Hotel Ponsen). Dordrecht, Holland. 


Birds are fairly numerous, A Blackbird is in full song, 
I cannot understand how anyone can compare its song to that 
of the Robin. It is given in bars separated by wide intervals 
and reminds me slightly of the song of our Swainson's Thrush 
but is much finer, the voice a full rich contralto. I saw the 
bird singing and fully identified him. Another bird whieh has 
a rich flowing song not unlike that of our Orchard Oriole is 
new to me, I had a good view of him. He was about the size 
and color of Vireo olivaceus and acted much like that bird 
hopping from twig to twig as he sang and peering under the 
leaves. A Song Thrush is singing as I write, I shoule hardly 
know him from our Brown Thrasher, the notes very similar and 


given rapidly in threes. Turtle Doves have been cooing at in- 


tervals all day in the trees over the streets. This evening I 
saw two Wood Pigeons in a tree near the hotel. 

Swallows, Martins and Swifts are here but the last are 
much less numerous than in Belgium and France. House Sparrows 
are sO scarce as to be positively inconspicuous. I have not 
seen nor heard one during my walk this evening. The notes of 
the Jackdaw remind me constantly of those of our Purple Mar- 
tin, Heard at a distance they might actually be mistaken for 


them but near at hand they are louder, coarser and harder or 


more woodeny. 
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Dordrecht to the Hague. 


lear and sultry with light W. wind. Left the Hotel Pon- 
sen at 8.30 A.M. and took a tram car across the town to the 
Hotel Bellevue where we had to wait nearly an hour for the ar- 
rival of the boat. I spent this time taking photographs. 

At 10 A.M. the boat arrived and we went on board. Like 
most of the Dutch canal steamers she was of iron painted plain 
black. The hull was long, narrow, low in the water anda she 
proved to be, as she looked, very fast. She was a screw 
steamer put many of the boats seen to-day were "side wheelers" 

Our route lay through the De Noord canal and thence by 
the Maasito Rotterdam. These water ways were simply crowded in 
places with steamers, barges and Dutch sailing craft of every 
size and description. Aside from the great interest attaching 
to these and to the picturesque Dutch houses I found the sece- 
nery much mordattractive and varied than I had expected. Ex- 
tensive beds of tall, broad-leaved reeds (very like the cane- 
like reeds that grow on Alewife Brook) alternated with meadow 
pastures studded thickly.with cattle and fields of grain or 
vegetables, There were many thickets and small plantations of 
low willows but no other trees save those which shaded the 


village streets and houses and the long rows of elms or pop- 


a 4 


lars marking the dyKes and public roads. The margins of the 


canals were everywhere fringed with.reeds, flags (very like 


our sweet flag in general appearance ) and low willows among 
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1897, which grew various tall-stemmed wild flowers mostly yellow or 
July 24, erimson and none familiar to me. 
(No.2). There were remarkably few birds. Indeed I saw only three 
or four Gulls (L. ), a few Rooks and Starlings, an ocea- 
| 
sional Wagtail, Swallows and Martins, and five superb great 
Storks (Ciconia alba). The last were flying in company but at 
varying heights over a meadow, soaring in cireles very like 
Wood Ibises and rarely flapping. They all carried the head 
and neck extended to the full length. 
We crossed Rotterdam by tram car and after waiting for an 
hour and lunching at an inn took another steamer for Delft. 
This boat was very unlike the first being mucH smaller and 
very narrow and low the rail searce a foot above the water, 


The smoke stack was hinged and had to be lowered at all the 


every description. The canals through which we passed were 
exceedingly narrow in places and almost everywhere so crowded 
with traffie that it seemed impossible to run a steamer 


through them, Much of the time we moved very slowly, feeling 


bridges, The decks were covered with freight and produce of 


r once . 
our way as it were, but not did we touch any of the curious 


craft that we passed. Along this part of the route I saw hun- 


ri. | dreds of Lapwings and very many Swallows and Martins. House 
| Sparrows were numerous in or near some of the villages. They 
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Dordrecht to the Hague. 


seem to be much more locally distributed here than in America. 
During the entire trip I did not see a Heron or a wild 
waterfowl of any description, Apparently there are not even 
Water-hens, at least along the canals. There were a few 
flocks of tame Ducks with tufted heads. As we were approach- 
ing Delft a Common Tern flew close past us. 
At Delft we took a tram car for the Hague which we 


reached at 5 P.M. A swarm of Swifts careering over the Vyver 


at evening dodging the telegraph wires with interestin 


adroitness. 
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The Hague. Hotel de L'Europe, 


Clear and cool with strong west wind. 

Walked about the city parks in the forenoon. No birds 
seen except House Sparrows (which are not numerous) and Swifts 
To Scheveningen by tram car in P.M. The woods through which 
the road leads do not, as Baedeker says, contain "numerous 
fine old oaks" but, on the contrary, are composed of elms, 
horse-chestnuts, plane trees and lindens with a few beeches, 


rnd 


none of the trees being of large size. Indeed the majority, 
judgea by American standards of growth, can searce exceed fif- 
ty years of age. The whole forest was simply alive with peo- 
ple and the ground beneath the trees was everywhere hard and 
bare. I saw no birds except House Sparrows which were numer- 
ous. The beach at Scheveningen was also thronged #2th people, 
Just outside the breakers Gulls and Terns passed and repassed 
at short intervals and I saw a pair of Oyster Catchers flying 
along the shore uttering a wild cry which closely resembled 
that of our Haematopus On a lawn in front of one of the ho- 
° 


tels several Starlings were walking about probing the ground 


with their sharp bills. 


ct 


o the hotel at 6 P.M. 


We returned 


During the trip to Scheveningen on July 25th I walked too far 
and thereby brought on an attack of my old hip trouble which 
proved so severe and persistent that I was obliged to take to 
crutches shortly afterwards. Moreover I became ill in other 
ways and finding it inmossible to get about sailed for home 


on August 7th, the interim being spent as follows. 


1897 The Hague, Holland. 


° 
July 26-30, Confined to the hotel most of the time taking, however, 
another ride out to Scheveningen on the top of a tram car and 


(i visiting the picture gallery on the 29th. 


July 30-Aug.3. Amsterdam, Holland, 

On the afternoon of the 30th we went by rail +o Amsterdam 
but my experience at that city was confined to what I saw in 
driving from and to the station and from the windows of my 
room at the Brack's Doelan Hotel to which I was confined dur- 


ing our entire stay. 


Aug .3-5, Dordrecht, Holland. 
On the afternoon of August Sra we returned py rail, via 
the Hague to Dordrecht where we went to the Hotel Bellevue. 
The next morning I was rowed through the canals in a small 


boat taking a few photographs and in the afternoon we made a 


trip in one of the exeursion steamers to a point some twenty 
miles up the Rhine, 
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Antwerp, Belgium. 
We returned to Antwerp on the forenoon of the 5th and 
spent the next day there, 
During the railway journeys between the Hague and Amster- 
dam I got some idea of the general character of this part of 
Holland as well as fleeting glimpses at a few of the larger 


or more conspicuous birds. The country traversed by the rail- 


‘ 
= 


road appears to be perfectly flat and is said to be consider- 
ably below the level of the sea, It is divided by ditches in- 
to rectangular fields of varying extent. The surface af the 
land is apparently raised only a few inches above that of the 
brim-full ditches but it is everywhere reasonably dry and firm 
and under the most perfect cultivation, By far the greater 
part of the fields are devoted to grass and, at this season 

at least, most of them are used as pastures. Ditches take the 
place of fences and the numerous black and white Dutch cattle 
keep the grass so closely cropped that the eye may often range 
for miles over a surface as smooth and uniformly green as that 
of a carefully trimmed lawn. There are no bushes, and weeds 
are rooted up as fast as they appear but in places one sees 
fields of vegetables or grain and every now and then square 


plantations of young trees growing very closely together and 


resembling, at a little distance, the maple swamps near Fresh 


—— 


Aug ° 5-7 e 


(No.2). 


Antwerp, Belgium, 


Pond. 
I was both surprised and disappointed at finding no un- 
reclaimed bogs or marshes, the nearest approach to them being 


a few narrow strips of swampy ground bordering shallow pools 


or neglected canals, and covered with dense growthes of rushes 
intermingled with various Kinds of tall wild plants some of 

which bore yellow or pinkish flowers, No one of these natural 
reed beds seemed to me extensive or retired enough to shelter 


Bitterns but I saw a few Herons (Ardea cinerea) standing erect 


and motionless along the ditches and now and then a big White 
Stork walking slowly over the smooth turf of the pastures near, 
or even actually among, herds of cows. I also saw a Stork's 
nest made of coarse twigs much after the manner of an Osprey's 
nest and placed in a garden, within a few rods of a house, on 
feet 
a cart-wheel at the top of a pole, twenty,or so above the 
ground, Two young Storks, fully feathered and apparently 
nearly ready to tly, were sitting close together in this nest. 
By far the most numerous and characteristic birds of these 
meadow pastures were the Lapwings. Scafce a field but had its 


flock and many of the flockKs contained from fifty ta one mhun- 


dred individuals each, Scattered about over wide areas, often 


intermingled with the grazing cattle, each pird standing ) 


Antwerp, Belgium. 
motionless in a crouching posture with its dark back turned 
toward the railroad, they might have been easily mistaken, at 
a little distance, for so many lumps of freshly-exposed, 
plackish loam but when, as was frequently the case, they took 

“A 


flight at the near approach of the train and closing together 


wheeled and circled over the fields in a compact flock, the 


white on their wings and under parts flashed in the sunlight 


and made them conspicuous enough. There were also a few Gold- 
en Plover and now and then a punch of Sandpipers as well as 
many small brownish birds some of which I took to be Skylarks 
ana others Pipits. Swallows were everywhere numerous but I 
saw no Swifts north of the Hague. 

The only Water-hen (Gallinula) which I met with anywhere 
in Holland was seen swimming in a canal not far from Haarlen, 

Kestrels are apparently very common in this part of Hol- 
lana for during each of my two trips between the Hague and 
Amsterdam I saw five or six hovering over the fields. 

Directly opposite Dordrecht was the only natural marsh 
of any extent that I met with in all Holland. It comprised 
at least twelve or fifteen acres of unreclaimed land covered 


with the densest possible growth of. cane-like reeds, six or 


seven feet tall, of a dark green color, and having broad, 
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Antwerp, Belgium, 
lateral blades branching from the main stem like the Phragmi- 


e 


es commmis of the Fresh Pond swamps which, indeed, it close- 


ly resembled in every respect. I have little doubt that this 
place harbors, during the summer.season, Bitterns, Bearded 
Tits and many other interesting birds but it was out of the 
question for me in my disabled condition to attempt to enter 
such a place. As twilight was falling on the evening of our 
arrival I saw a pair of Mallards and several large Herons 
(A.cinerea) come in from the westward and circle over the 
reeds. The Herons alighted there but the Ducks finally kept 


on up the Rhine. 
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The Voyage Home. | 

i 

1897, I came home on the "Southwark", the sister ship of the | 


Aug.7-17. "Kensington", leaving Antwerp at 7 A.M. on the 7th and landing | 
in New York at 8 A.M. on the 17th. The weather was fine and 
the sea reasonably smooth during the entire voyage. We had a 1 
glorious day for our passage through the British Channel on 
the 8th, and I saw many Gannets, Murres, Razor-bills and Puf- 
fins, a few Cormorants, and swarms of Gulls. All of these 
birds were left behind at a distance of less than two hundred 
miles from the Irish coast but during the rest of the voyage 
no day passed when one or more small Petrels were not sighted. 
Shearwaters were also seen at intervals but never in any nunm- ! 
| 
bers. On the morning of the 14th as we were crossing the 
Grand Banks, Fulmars were constantly in sight for upwards of 
wo hours. Indeed the ocean as far as the eye could reach in 
every direction was dotted with them, They floated very 
lightly on the water and at a distance looked very like Gulls 
for which, in fact, most of our passengers mistook them. The 


8 
resting for only those whieh were disturbed by our steamer took 


On the morning of the 16th when we were some sixty miles 


to the eastward of Nantucket Light-ship a Barn Swallow ap- 


peared and followed us for two or three hours circling close 


sea was very calm at the time and the birds were evidently 


a6 , 4 


The Voyage Hone, 


1897, over the ship but not alighting. This was the only land bird 


Aug.7-17. that came to visit us but many Phalaropes were in sight during 


(No.2). the forenoon of this day. 
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